Threshold Victoria: Invasion


Her Majesty Queen Victoria

Sovereign Ruler Of Victoria And Street Girl

“It’s interesting, the things I can’t remember.  People, places, things that happen – I can remember most of that.  It’s the details that I’ve lost.  It’s as though I live through a fog of subservience and ceremony, through which you, my dear Baron, blaze like a luminous torch.  In this blur of meaningless days, I sometimes think you are all that’s worth remembering.  You, and the other life that you have given me.”

Background

It is no easy thing to be Queen.  It would seem that you are universally adored, the aristocrats and officers bowing and scraping at your feet as though they had never seen a finer or more lovely person; but you have learned that each of them, every person save one, is more devoted to the crown you wear than to you yourself.  They want some gift, some benevolence of the crown; or they are plotting, seeking out ways to use your favor against their enemies; or perhaps they simply want to feel special, as though some higher being has, for a mere moment, shed its light upon their dim existence.  You are a tool, a means to an end, and this is the burden that weighs upon your heart.

At least there is one man who understands you; you know that Edward Stills, the Baron Of Blood, yearns for you with a passion matched only by your own for him, despite his sometimes chilly manner.  Your affair is forbidden, of course – you are the Queen, and the city itself is supposed to be your only love – but that only makes the romance more exciting.  How often you dream of fleeing your unforgiving office, setting aside your commitments and the city’s constant demands, and insisting that the Baron sweep you off your feet and take you to some foreign land of mystery and danger.  If only you could leave this fog-bound city behind, and your crown (heavier with each passing day) alongside it.

But then, the Chronologer tells you that the time for the Succession has nearly come round again; the time of changes and replacements, when some other unlucky girl will be found to sit on Victoria’s throne while schemers and sycophants flatter her with their poisoned words.  Perhaps she too will forge herself a smiling mask to wear day and night, sweet armor to protect her from villainous insincerities with a great lie of her own.  Only around Edward do you show your true face, and allow the occasional tear to cross your eye.

For he has given you a great treasure, something that no one else would even think that you might need: another life, a different life.  He taught you to disguise yourself as a mere commoner, just some girl walking the streets, free to do whatever she might wish.  He gave you the name Elysa Pennet to carry on your lips, to speak aloud whenever the burdens of your throne have become too heavy for you to bear.  What he gave you was freedom; but a freedom greater and more terrible than he could have imagined.

You have fallen in love with the life of Elysa Pennet, this fiery street girl with a passion for progressive politics, although you don’t always understand her; you love being her as much, perhaps, as you love Edward himself for giving her to you.  Each time you wear her clothes and her smile and speak with her voice, you slip a little deeper into her, and you fear that one day you may simply not return.  Her life, and even her personality, are so much more exciting than your own, so adventurous and free…

And she too has fallen in love, with a man named Mark Sweeney, an honest and caring man – and also a mere lamplighter, with hardly any money to his name.  He even has the Red Cough, which leaves his lips and kerchiefs stained with blood!  When you are Queen, you cannot understand why the girl would want such a one as he, when Edward’s thrillingly dangerous affections beckon; but as Elysa, the Baron is no more than a bad dream, and Mark is the one who seems more real, more wonderful.

You sometimes feel that you are caught between two dreams; you think that you have awoken from one, only to find yourself enmeshed in the other.  You have begun to sleep less and less, the need to live two lives burning within you like a fever, and to your horror you have recently begun to forget a great deal of one life while you live the other.  It all seems so distant, so remote, and you feel no desire to return to it.  You are terrified that one of the dreams will slip away altogether, and you will be stuck, as trapped as you have ever been once more.

And so as Queen you have asked the Baron with increasing urgency to take you away, to leave Victoria with you and venture to some exotic foreign land, to leave the troubles of this place behind; and his answer is always the same.  “Yes, my dear Victoria, and so we shall; but not just yet.  There are matters that I must conclude.”  And as Elysa, you have not the money to travel, but you wish it nonetheless; you know that Mark has his obligations here in the city, but she is an adventurous girl, and will not be chained down.  Not even for love.  One way or another – one person or another – you will find a way to leave.  You must, for you feel that a terrible fate awaits you if you linger any longer.

Motivations

1. Fill the role of Queen Victoria to the best of your ability, dispelling any rumors about your and Edward’s affair until they cease to matter.

2. Improve the lot of people in Victoria through progressive politics.

3. Find a way out of Victoria, ideally with the man you love.

People You Know (» for Queen, ¿ for Elysa)

» His Temperance Lord Edward Stills, The Baron Of Blood – Dear, dear Edward.  Although he has promised you his heart, and is even so bold as to hold your hand and waltz with you on public occasions, you must be certain of his love, for everything depends upon it.  His scarred manservant unnerves you, but Edward has promised that the man’s loyalty has been assured through various means.  His vote was the deciding factor that made you Queen in the first place, so long ago… and of course, he gave you the gift of Elysa’s life, which alone has made your stifling role tolerable.

» Her Grace Lady Tess Rudworth, The Marquess Of Winds – The Marquess’ aid has often been invaluable to you, for her information gathering skills are most exceptional.  Several times now she has given you advance warning of this or that plot, and sound advice as to a suitable course of action as well.  Additionally, she arranges and manages your social calendar.  She seems somewhat flighty for her own good at times, and you sometimes wonder whether you yourself aren’t just another pawn in her plans, but she has never let you down.

» His Honor Lord Royce Perillant, The Duke Of Steel – The Duke is the most reliable man you have ever known.  For all his stodginess about honor, he seeks only to fulfill the demands of his office.  Your dalliance with the Baron seems to have offended him, however, as he is accustomed to the honor of being your chief protector.

» Sir Bartholomew Barrows, The Royal Chronologer – He has an old-fashioned sense of how things should be done, and so is entirely less than pleased with your recent comportment.  He is a valued advisor, for all that, and the Succession is his responsibility.  You should help him make sure that a new Queen who is not you is chosen.

» Sir Trenton Merze, The Royal Chaplain – You trust him like a father; he is so patient with you, always willing to listen to your woes and tribulations.  He bears the weight of your sins so that you don’t have to.  He alone knows the extent of your dalliances with the Baron, although others surely suspect; and although he disapproves, he does not condemn you.

¿ George Pratton – A progressive, rather wealthy entrepreneur whom Elysa has come to see as something of a father figure.  He probably has the kind of money you’d need to leave this city, although as an advocate of women’s rights, it seems somehow hypocritical to rely on his help to do so.

¿ Mark Sweeney – You met Mark shortly after you first started becoming Elysa, and his cheerful disposition and honesty won you over very quickly.  He does reciprocate your feelings, and you don’t want to leave him behind; but if he isn’t here to light Victoria’s lamps and fight for the rights of the workers in its factories and mills, who will be?

¿ Synovea Ashburn – A specialist in disorders of the mind who is also rather actively in favor of women’s rights.  She is somewhat erudite and bookish for Elysa’s tastes, although she is quite amiable.

Body: 3

Mind: 3

Soul: 3

Traits (Queen): Victorian, Wealthy

Traits (Elysa): Disguised, Victorian

Properties

Two Lives – At any point in time, you are either Queen Victoria or Elysa Pennet; you may switch between these freely, although it costs a point of Soul to return to being Queen Victoria.  Your Traits depend on who you currently are.  Properties, Abilities, and Recoveries with a » symbol apply when you are Queen Victoria, while those with a ¿ symbol apply when you are Elysa.  Anything done to you as either character affects the other.

» Queen Victoria – No one may affect you with Abilities or Attacks unless they have a Property or Ability that specifically allows him/her to.  Additionally, you may spend points of Soul as though they are points of any attribute.  However, you may not enter a Lower-Class Location.

» Guards! (Body Attack) – First of all, if you intend to use this Effect, add 2 to your side’s Body combat total.  If successful, your target is taken away to the Breaks for treason and assault upon the Queen’s person.

¿ Hands Off! (Mind Attack) – You can talk your way out of any situation, and your wit and will are quite formidable.  Your target is convinced to leave you alone for the remainder of the session.

Abilities

» I Hereby Appoint You [one use] (No Challenge) – Invent a new official position and appoint someone to it who does not already have such an office (i.e. the Royal Chronologer, Baron Of Blood, etc).  The effects of this are long-term only, but quite significant.

¿ All Manner Of Mischief [body] (Body vs. Security Challenge) – If successful, you and up to three others may enter a Secure Location.

» My Loyal Citizen [mind] (No Challenge) – If your target has the “Victorian” Trait, he/she gains the temporary Motivation “Serve and obey Queen Victoria” for the next hour.

» I Am This City [soul] (Soul vs. Integrity Challenge) – If successful, move a Location’s lighting towards “Well-Lit” or “Dark” or its classiness towards “Upper-Class” or “Lower-Class”.  Alternatively, increase or decrease its Obscurity, Security, Integrity, or Population by 2; this Ability may not lower any of these below zero.

Recovery

» Courtly Romance – Whenever you get the Baron Of Blood to admit his affection for you in front of a third party, Recover one point of each attribute.

¿ True Love – Whenever you get Mark Sweeney to stand up for you in a fight or make some other significant romantic gesture, Recover one point of each attribute.

